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Project Description: 
Students will explore the patterns of educational attainment and percent of poverty in the counties of Maine. The lesson can be adapted to any US state or Canadian province. The lesson is differentiated for 3 technological levels.  Students can complete this lesson and answer geographic questions by:

a.  Drawing cloropeth maps and graphs by hand or in Excel. (1st level)

b.  Exploring published maps and graphs with ArcGIS Publisher (2nd level)
c.  Using ArcGIS to create cloropeth maps and graphs.(3rd level, most challenging)

The process in answering geographic questions is known as geographic inquiry. 
GIS and Geographic inquiry method work together to help students solve a challenging geographical question and enhances their skills as spatial thinkers. The geographic inquiry method guides students through research steps in an efficient and systematic manner. The steps are: (1) Ask geographic questions (2) Acquire geographic resources (3) Explore geographic data (4) Analyze geographic information and (5) Act on geographic knowledge
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